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Meet the Seniors

The Sound of Chess

Hobie Legaspi took Science Research
to develop ideas alongside peers, and
to work on a project involving his
interests. During high school, he
enjoyed playing chess after school in
Chess Club and listening to music
during his free time or while studying.
However, he hadn’t tried doing both
at the same time until recently. This
led to Hobie’s partnership with Julio
Ruiz-Diaz and Calista Requijo on
their project called The Sound of
Chess. The project was designed
to test whether or not music affects
how a person performs with chess as
the means of measurement. The
results show that when people listened
to music while playing chess, they
were more likely to win the game.
However, more data has to be
collected before the results can be
definitive. Regarding the future,
Hobie will attend StonyBrook
University. He plans to major in
mechanical engineering and minor in
electrical ~ engineering, eventually
getting a job as a mechanical
engineer. His long term goal is to
improve  energy efficiency in
m,mnmwonmzon. .

From an early age, Julio Ruiz-Diaz
took an interest in science. By
participating in the Archbishop
Molloy Science Research Program, he
hoped to pursue a dream.

The Sound of Chess

Later in his high school career, Julio
discovered a love of music. He decided
that in order to make the most of his
project, he had to include music. This led
to the project idea for The Sound of Chess.
He teamed up with his classmates, Hobie
Legaspi and Calista Requijo. As for
college, Julio is still unsure where he will
attend, but knows that he wants to pursue
Anthropology as his major. Maybe one
day he will walk in the footsteps of his
childhood hero, Indiana Jones.

Calista Requijo will attend Binghamton
University as an English major on the Pre-
Law track. Despite her interest in the
liberal arts, Calista joined the Science
Research Program to expand her
knowledge in scientific fields. Behavioral
sciences have always intrigued her, and so
she joined forces with Hobie Legaspi and
Julio Ruiz-Diaz in pursuit of The Sound of
Chess. Calista also greatly enjoyed the
musical aspect of the project, being a
singer and guitar player for nearly ten
years. Many of her other interests lie
within her additional roles at Molloy. She
is a Campus Ministry leader, Peer Group
leader, and Spirit leader. Calista plans to
use the connections and social skills taken
from these positions, combined with the
knowledge and research skills taken from
Science Research to build a successful,
fulfilling future.

The Good, The Bad, The Linguistics

Stephanie Constance Lechki is a
member of the Science Olympiad
Team, participating in events like
Fossils, Astronomy, and Anatomy and
Physiology. Also, she is part of the Peer
Tutoring Program and a Peer Group
leader for the sophomores. In the Fall,
Stephanie will be attending Tufts
University to pursue a double major in
Biology and Geological Science. This,
in tandem with the Science Research
Program, allows her to pursue a career in
paleontology. She plans to attain a PhD
in vertebrate paleontology, and the
foundations in Science Research will
have helped her greatly. She chose to do
a project in linguistics because language,
and the understanding of it, is a core part
of what makes us human - a connectivity
that resonates between people of
different genders, ages and even
nationalities.

Berenice Dupiton will be attending the
University of Albany next
year. Majoring in Political Science and
minoring in History, she will be on a Pre
Law track to become a state prosecutor.
Berenice joined the Science Research
Program to enhance her skills in
research, while also expanding her
knowledge of linguistics. She enjoys
science and the areas related to her topic.
Berenice is a 4 year member of the
Archbishop Molloy basketball team.
Science Research has taught her
leadership both off and on the court.
Berenice will also be playing Division 1
basketball in college.




