Brother David Cooney, FMS
November 25, 1943 — November 3, 2025

Brother David Cooney passed away at De La Salle Hall in Lincroft,
New Jersey on Monday, November 3, 2025. He was 81 years old
and in his 64t year of Marist religious life.

Born in Flushing, New York, he was the son of the late Joseph and " -
Madeline Furlong Cooney. In 1958 he entered the Marist Brothers = §
Juniorate in Esopus, NY. He began his postulant year at the Marist
Brothers Novitiate in Esopus in 1961 and received the Marist habit [
in 1962. He made his first profession of vows on August 15, 1963, =8
and went to the Scholasticate at Marist College where he completed
a BA in French in 1968. During the course of this time he taught at
Ecole Secondaire La Malbaie, Québec, Canada. He later did
graduate studies at Middlebury College, Vermont, received an MA in
Rehabilitation Counseling from Columbia University and a
Certificate in Spiritual Direction from Sacred Heart University in
New Haven, CT.

He served as a teacher at Marist High School, Bayonne, NJ (1967-72), Sacred Heart Elementary School,
Bronx, NY (1981-86), and Queen of Angels Elementary School, Newark, NJ (1994-95). From 1972
until 1981 he ministered in the Diocese of Brooklyn, NY as a special education teacher and
rehabilitation counselor. He spent many summers working at the Mid-Hudson Valley Camps in Esopus,
NY.

In 1986 he was among the first US brothers to go to the Diocese of Cape Palmas, Liberia, West Africa.
There he served as principal of St. Francis School in Pleebo, Liberia. He returned to the USA in 1994.
He was co-director of the Homeless Day Shelter at the Catholic Neighborhood Center and also pastoral
assistant at St. Alphonsus Parish in Wheeling, WV (1996-2005).

He went to Champagnat Hall in the Bronx, NY where he served as director and then pastoral care giver
(2006-13). He returned to Marist High School in Bayonne, NJ in 2013 as an ESL teacher until 2015
when he went as a missionary to the Archdiocese of Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa. He returned to the
USA Province in 2016 and was a founding member of the formation community at St. Barnabas in the
Bronx, NY. Due to health issues, he retired to Champagnat Hall in 2024 and then to De La Salle Hall
where he was residing at the time of his death.

Brother Dave truly lived a life of Marist simplicity. His willingness to be of service wherever and
whenever he was asked was an example to all. He loved his gardening and was also talented in the
kitchen. His compassion for the needy of any age or in any place was evident in the way he lived his
life.



He is survived by his sisters, Madeline Russo and Patricia Stroudt as well as several nieces and
nephews. He is also survived by his Marist Brothers.

Oh, what consolation we have, when about to appear before God, to remember that we have lived in the
favor of Mary, and in her own Society. — St. Marcellin Champagnat



